Hao-kang Coal Field, Sankiang Province
Manchuria

Shigeo SAKAGUCHI

I. Locality, Transportation and Topography

The Hao-kang coal ficld is located in Hao-li Hsien, Sankiang Province, with
Hsing-shan village as the center, and extends for some 120 km NNE-SSW from
Lo-pei near the boundary between the Soviet Union and Manchuria on the north
to the Sung-hua Chiang, or the Sungari River, passing through the plains west of
the town of Hao-li-kang on the south.

The description here is limited to an area 30 km long and 4.5 km wide where the
coal scams are actually recognized due to military operations in the northern part
of the coal field during my investigation in 1940, and because a heavy mantle of
surface sediments in the southern section was so thick that it could not be geologi-
cally determined at all.

The maximum width of the coal-bearing beds is known to be some 4.5 km in the
vicinity of Hsing-shan village. The Hsing-shan head office of the Hao-kang coal
mine is located at long. 130°18’E and lat. 47°20’N.

A small railway is operated for transporting coal and other materials some 56
km between the Lien-chian-kou railway station of the Chia-mu-ssu—=Sui-hua
railway line and Hsing-shan, the main coal mine.

Lien-shan-chieng station is located on the northern bank of the Sungari River,
just opposite the city of Chia-mu-ssu. The station is not only a land transportation
center but is also useful in summer as a navigation harbor on the Sungari River,
especially for the city of Harbin in the upper reaches, although all transportation
facilities are closed the other half of the year except for some travel by sledge.

The west side of the coal field is bounded by several fairly high hills which ex-
tend from NE to SW, while the east side of the coal field is surrounded by a vast
area of swamps along the Amur and Sungari rivers ¢xcept for a few small hills as
islets.

There are several streamlets in the coal field, such as the Wu-tun Ho, Shih-tou
Ho, Hao-li Ho, and the A-ling-ta Ho all originating generally from hills to the
northwest and running SE or S to empty into the Sungari River. These streamlets
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Fig. 1. Map showing position of the Hao-kang coal field.

usually meander remarkably in the alluvial sediments of the district. Almost all
alluvial plains along these streamlets are often completely covered by water during
floods in the summer, and sometimes form enornous swamplands.

II. Geology

Owing to the thick cover of surface sediments in one part of the coal field, the
general geology of the district is not clear yet though some natural exposures of the
series above the coal-bearing strata exist.

The principal formations of the coal-bearing strata can be seen only in open-
pits, or along clearings for roads and railroads, or by prospecting boring; there
were several investigations on this subject before my studies in 1939 and 1940.

The geology of the coal field is divided as follows, in descending order:

A.  Alluvial sediments
B. Nan-kang conglomerate formation
C. Hsun-te pyroclastic formation






