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Pictorial 1 : Recovery of Methane Hydrate from the Sea Floor
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Fig. 2
A 6-m long piston corer
has just been recovered
from the seafloor at a
™ water depth of 900 m.
- The outer pipe is mud-
. stained up to about 1 m
below the top weight,
5 implying that the corer
. penetrated sediments
" down to 5 meters below
' the seafloor. (2004-7-29)
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Fig. 1 Piston corer on R/V (Research Vessel) Umitaka-maru.

Thermometers are attached to the outer pipe of the corer
to measure thermal gradient and heat-flow. (2004-7-29)
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Fig. 3

Recovery of a large methane hydrate sample by a piston core. Methane
hydrate usually occurs at the bottom of a cores. This is probably because the
accumulation of a large volume of methane hydrate in shallow sediments
blocked the penetration of the piston corer. (2005-8-16)
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Fig. 4

Fresh methane hydrate extracted
from the inner pipe of piston
corer immediately after core
retrieval on deck. Approximately
25 cm in length. (2005-8-16)
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Fig. 6

5 Crew members of R/V Natsushima t;

. N . b ry to recover
NG TR 70 0 B S A7 LR D A the large mass of methane hydrate that was lifted

ZUng FL— b, LI EAT 1o.
eI SR . (2005.8.16) and floated to the sea surface. (2007-10-16)

Fig. 5
Large mass of methane hydrate

- recovered from the Umitaka . .
_ spur. Thin dark clay layer occurs (A K- BEHEA - TR D)

within the sample. (2005-8-16) (Ryo MATSUMOTO, Yoshihisa OKUDA
and Hitoshi TOMARU)






