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Pictorial 3 : Sea-floor Environment and Benthos of Methane Seep Area
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Fig. 1

Bacterial mat with dense colonization of ping-pong ball-
like sponges observed at the southern part of Joetsu knoll.
Sponges are believed to live on bacteria. The crab is about 30
cm in width. (2007-10-2)
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Fig. 3

Large sponge collected from the methane seep on the Joetsu
Knoll (depth of 1000 m). The sponge was adhering to a
carbonate nodule. (2006-9-16)
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Fig. 2
Many red snow crabs Chionoecetes japonicus in methane seep
site, central part of Umitaka spur. (2007-10-15)
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Fig. 4

Large tabular carbonates are one of the preferable hiding
place for benthos. A number of red snow crabs, Chionoecetes
Jjaponicus, and a whelk, Buccinum tenuissimum (center)
were observed. Umitaka Spur, Sea of Japan, 900 m depth.
(2007-10-6)
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