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Pictorial 6 : Observation and Analysis of Methane Plume
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Fig. 1

Distribution of methane plumes
on the Joetsu knoll (A) and
Umitaka spur (B) identified
by multi-beam (SEABAT/
SARBEAM) over the last 4
years, 2005 through 2008.
(Compiled by M. Suzuki)
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700m : Echogram showing methane plumes on the cetral part of
800m the Umitaka spur. The vertical axis indicates depth (m)
while the horizontal axis indicates time (hh:mm:ss).
900m The grid intervals are 100 m, and 10 minutes for vertical
1000m and horizontal axis respectively. Top part of the methane

plumes flowed northward due to a tidal current. (2004-7-31)
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Fig. 3

Echogram showing methane plumes on the Umitaka spur.
The vertical axis indicates depth (m) while the horizontal
axis indicates time (hh:mm:ss). The grid interval is 100 m,
and 10 minutes for vertical and horizontal axix respectively.
Thin inclined lines between 01 : 30 : 35 and 01 : 40 : 00, and
between 01:50:00 and 01:55:00 are descending and
rising pistoncore, respectively. The pistoncore were stuck
into the sea bottom at 01 : 48 : 00. Several first-sized chunks
of methane hydrate by pistoncoring at this area. (2006-8-1)
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