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PREFACE

The geologist’s units are often continents and oceans, centuries and millenia.
Within the vast scope of geology, this book is devoted to China, Korea and Man-
churia. It complements other English-language studies of Asian geology by Japa-
nese geologists: Geology of Japan (1963), Geology and Palaeontology of Southeast Asia
(volume I, 1964; volumes II and III forthcoming), and Geologic Sheet Maps of the
Far East (1964).

This volume is derived from the formation of a committee in March, 1950, by
the Tokyo Geographical Society, which had the purpose of compiling material on
the geology and mineral resources of the Far East. Inaugurating a program for the
preservation, compilation, and publication of such data, the committee collected
articles from more than 200 specialists who had been repatriated after the war,
and edited a three-volume series, Toa Chishitsu Kosan Shi (Geology and Mineral
Resources of the Far East). One volume was devoted to each of the major areas,
China, Manchuria, and Korea.

The series was published in 1952 and is now out of print. Since it was the com-
mittee’s hope that the study be made accessible to Western as well as Japanese
scholars, it is considered appropriate to publish an English version of the series
rather than a second edition in Japanese.

The present volume consists of a selection of seventeen articles from the 1952
edition. It deals with stratigraphy, geology and mineral resources in the three
areas. The remaining articles will be translated and edited for future publication.

Much of the basic research data were gathered before and during World War
II. The intervening ycars have been ones of accelerating scientific research with
the development of new tools and techniques, but since all of China and Man-
churia and the northern half of the Korcan Peninsula is now closed to Western—
and Japanese—geologists, and since a few decades are minute in terms of geologic
time, the value of the studies based on these data and included here have increased.
Some articles were, of necessity, written from memory due to the destruction of
data.

Publication of the Japanese and English editions was made possible by grants
from the Ministry of Education and the generosity of the United States Geological
Survey, which supplied the committee with topographic base maps and continued
assistance in translating and editing.

The editors have striven for consistency in Romanization, particularly of place
names. Some names conform to U.S. Board of Geographic Names style but no



feasible way of obtaining complete consistency was available. A glossary is, how-
ever, provided.

Because of the trying conditions under which some of the articles were written,
it was not always possible to include an extensive bibliography.

We would like to acknowledge with gratitude the assistance of the following
stafl members of the U.S. Geological Survey who, while they were stationed in
Tokyo, were especially active in the promotion of the committee’s work:
Messrs. T. Kurosaka, S. K. NeuscHEL, M. E. Wing, C. S. Jounson, Helen L.
Foster, D. H. Doan, G. Corwin, and R. C. KEPFERLE.

We would also like to thank Miss Reiko Fusejima who prepared the glossary
and Miss Ellen LocaN who edited the English text.
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