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Foundation of Tokyo Geographical Society
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\PHICAL Sm‘( Founded in 1879 -

The Tokyo Geographical Society is an academic society consisting of
approximately 800 professionals and students in geology, mineralogy,
geography, geophysics, and geochemistry. The main purpose of our Society
is to promote the advancement of a wide range of geoscience disciplines
including natural and social sciences, humanities, and engineering and to
contribute the fruits of these disciplines to the public.

History

Our society was founded on April 18, 1879, 11 years after the Meiji
Restoration. Diplomatic and cultural envoys Hiromoto Watanabe (1848-
1901) and Takeaki Enomoto (1836-1908) were sent on missions in
Austria and Russia, respectively. Former Hizen province governor, lord
Naohiro Nabeshima (1846-1921) was sent on a mission to study in the
United States of America as a member of the lwakura Mission, a Japanese
diplomatic voyage in US and Europe by leading statesmen and scholars of
the early Meiji period. After carrying out his mission in the United States of
America, he voluntarily continued to study in England. Throughout their
missions and education abroad, Watanabe, Enomoto, and Nabeshima all
realized how important a role geosciences had played in the development of
these advanced countries. Upon their return to Japan, they established the
Tokyo Geographical Society modeled after the Geographical Society of
London (the Royal Geographical Society) with a purpose to contribute to the
advancement of Japan. Its first President was Imperial Prince Yoshihisa
Kitashirakawa (1847-1895). As custodians of their legacy, the major
objectives of our present activities are (1) to promote geosciences and
geoscientific outreach through researches and surveys, study tours,
excursions in Japan and abroad, and (2) to provide lectures for professional
scientists and for the public.

Photographs (captured through website)

From upper left to right:Hiromoto Watanabe (former vice president) ,
Takeaki Enomoto (third President), Naohiro Nabeshima (fourth President),
Imperial Prince Yoshihisa Kitashirakawa (first President)

From lower left to right: Imperial Prince Kotohito Kan-in-nomiya (second
President), Moritatsu Hosokawa (sixth President), Yorimichi Tokugawa (fifth
President), Moriyoshi Nagaoka (former vice president)
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